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| nofMaii inchis: World 
is ſach; chat he oken meets with 
"*: ©many things which cauſe trouble 
and. vexatiqn...of Spirit ;. and: the- beſt 
of |Men are-:nor ſEcure' from ſuch evills'; 
butias liable as others to: be afflicted with 
them:'- 'The' Wiſdom) of God ſees it fic 
very frequently to lay: heavy burdensof 
affliftions upon his | own Servants, to let 


A 2- them -» 


= 
C2 >. 147 


a Bleſſed Reward, after they. bave pati- 
<apy: gpcwha rig 7b they would 
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wherein. they tind 
ſorrow, are deſign'd 
' another way, that they will have a ſpeedy 
and a happy end ; and thatGod has pre- 
par d unſpeakea OY 2. lt, and Peace , 
to ſucceed theſe Be ; and to reward 
the Courage and Patience of thoſe, who 
on. Pe Thas a __ 
vA50 RIS:WNL >: 6 
and comfort in their-Souls,: and , 
them - eſteem themſelves happy in thoſe 
clicurgſtances,  whereit ta the-Eye of the 
Weald they appear moſt miſerable.. The 
hope: of whas is to come makes their'pre- 
ſcat afflitions ſeerq-light and turns their 
heavinels into Joy.» The Expectation "4 
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(SYeiid1) ths hace wry ay Paul Tyeaks) of 
pre 'p ahe of kak ied 
yheeuiy Got era vewant 
the g668'$erviees;chs Sufferings,an&Con- 
Ritiy of 'plous4.Chriſtians/ . Wicks this 
kopehebi ;*hels- Clirifians.rolcbnifour 
chemſelves , and rejoyce-in-it:: *Andurdiis 
Advice was' very proper 'for-their coridici- 
on : for they had then'many-Enemiesand 
eg es ew indthebRS 
108; "ind broug vealammaties 
a 'em; or ſafſeringithetn'toreft- ado 
y © eaedbIGLIF., becauſe they: had 
oeue all did-conflanuly: prafef® rhe 
'Do&rine #f Chriſtianity which y the Tg- 
norant'and unconverred World wasithen 
every aehereſpokewigaiat;1i 101) on 
ſg "AIP afflii6d RR 
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had need - of encouragement, 10 
them'to perſevere in che Love and p wx 
merges nom 6 es 


| adviſes. rem: tQ- hk 
| | Blefledneſs ofa Fature ph nol 

' Glaries of Ecernity , and to them 
a6their pottion, and Reward of cheir Suf- 
'2/And:o in reſpe& of this Felicity 
|} tacame, which: God had aſlur'd. them of, 


5 » in; herd. of all their world- 


mary that theſe would 
fs comers Be: NEe of em 
eakabd he 


Peace 
One would: have thoughe. it a very un- 
reaooabl Exhertation ,- -to- bid thoſe 


Nur wont yg men who. had, then ſo 
much Cauſe to: be ſorrowful ;. when they 


ſufler'd ſo many reproaches , . underwent 
i gy hardſhips, | and | were in all. re- 

fpitelully zreated [by their Ege- 
mies. - Bit in the worſt» of times and 
Conditions, Cliriſtianity has wherewichal 
w comfort na Poles, ;-. 4nd make their 
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once; weighs the 
belong Heppl 'of'w Calaraities 
pea gives us acheatful Spirie inthe mid 
of our” greateſt "Sufferings. For, when 
- we have this hope, weconlider, not'fo - 

mugh what we” are it preſent ,- as whitt 
we ſhall be {; 'we'are' the leſs concern'd 
at the'Eyils we ſuffer in this World , be- 
cauſe 'we ſee beyond”'em , and do expect 
a, Bliſſful "Way where we ſuffer no 
more"? "where 'we * have no more 
Sorrow , and kicks all Tears ſhall be 


ip Whopi oi 
be ev (yo a hope as this is o 


Sox Y beneficial to us in our Chriſti- 
-2n courſe, I ſhall make it my buſineſs 
at this'time to ſhew you, 

Firſt, The Nature of it. 

Secondly, What you mult do to get it. 

And Thirdly, Of what uſe and adyan- 
rage it will be-to yon. at all times, bur 
eſpecnlly m Adverficy , ' and when you 
are under ſuch Trials as theſe Chriſtians 
heretofore were. 
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ſee not, then do we with patience wait fax Qm. 
7 24,25. So that, it muſt be ſo 

Future O about, which, our an + 

employed. 

And then for the Objea of it, .that 
is always ſome good thing, which we, he- 
leive we ſha lb the better for, and will; in 
fome meaſure conduce to our happineſs 
for we never hope for things that will 
hurt us , and. make us miſerable ; but 
on 
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ot-theccontrary deprecate; all (uch evils, 
and; wiſh chey- may never. come upgnius.. 
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Þo., we conlider. the ground of this: 
Hope, it -is buile-uþ0n--4ht prone: of 
cancerning things ro ceme, concerning/he, 
Felicicy of a; Future, Stats ; -/Now|ghelc! 
Promiſes of God. being a ,,moſt,,luye. 
and certain ground ., [our hope,|that;:is. 
buile--upoft chem muſt , be {o, £0g.,;;.,And; 
herein chis Grace of Hape,;.diflers; from 
all other -expeRations;,,, which, have; no. 
ather.. Foundxtiog,., bug. the/, words. . or, 
Promiſes of, Meg ,; who-lonatiraes, wanc 
Pawer., and: fomtimes., Will to. perforna 


what they, promile : and 1g] the, hopes 


of them who. depend ypon them,.mult 
needs be uncenain.} - But-;God is. pow: 
erful -to do whatever'- he. promiſes , 
and - he -is -crue and juſt and. will, never 
fail. nor. deceive, thole,, , who pug. their 
confidence .. in | his' word. Thy, word; js 
true from Everlaſting, lays the Pſalmiſt, ', He 
& faithful that hath promifed, ſays the, A- 
poſtle; Sa that the Hope of Couiſtany 
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A Chriſtians fore dnohor. ——— 4 
for Heavenly blif-is@s well: 
as it” cans be, inithar-ic is; botrom'd upon- 
the moſt ſure and infallible | gpacy ; of 
God. o-.. 01078 . 213: 25bilno3 

Now "ay Slergal heavenly Lik: being] 
a belt» thing - —__ for, yoo are 
m uriwilling £0- {rite ity) 
beeniſe” {ach "| ep ris of | the' 
of ) Felicity: would make us moſt 
miſrablec; We: Therefore delire-ro-have' 
#'fecurÞ16! 85, 'and made as certain 
as pollible and 16 k is; we aro'as cereaitt 
of" it as the Promiſes of God can make 
us; and if there be noching of Fallibility 
or deceit! iy ther ( 'as- cettainly there” is 
fot} ) thet? are wes "(ire as we can be 
of [Future | happineſs ; | and: our | hopes 
grounded npon.thoſe -promiles are moſt 
f1tiobal, certain; and full of Comfort. 

Take away this hope' from Men, and 
and what are they then but wretched 
Creatures, tho they have all-the felicity 
this World: affords? for 'tis nor all the 
wealth and glory of the Earth, that can 
bear up Mens Spirits , and make chem 
comfortable, under a deſpair of Heaven. 
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The of nor inheriting the: King- 
rien of pres wee away all; che 
delight /'and comfort: Banbly. poſlets 
re Filet vey 
To: us;' 1t-we not '0 
enjoying ſomthing better bertaſeer: | Yea; 
when this hope 'of -Heaven: is 'hov que 
deſtroyed ; but only-lefſen'd or : 
end by ſome doubts. and fears; 'w 
a trouble is this to us, and how wit 
2re aur rainds; whilſt thoſe doubts and 
Fears remain !-my next -work. therefore 
is to ſhew you , how! co have the: joy 
and comlor 'ot- CINE well grounded 
hope," 91 T woo? 


I. You haveheard- that the Promiſes 
of -God-are the\ ground: of "this hope of 
Everlaſting Life : Now, that. which-gives 
usa right tothofe Promiſes and an int'reft. 
in them; does allo make ' us partakets 
of this hope... How-then do we come 
to have an int'reft 'im the priviledges of 
Felicity, but by performing the condit- 
ons upon whiclrchole promiles-aremade. 
Fhojs Cenditions are propos'g 'to-us in 
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the/Golpely via” Faith, ——_— and 
- Elriſtian Obedience: In general © 
_ aidiReligious Life 'to:ther 
Ruler Mpon Ovndicion col/ be 2a 
- Chriftiad behaviour God: hatho promigid 
wb Frernal:Lafe and gif ie are! yas 
Hip wich efuctvras Uckoviour Ayer 
; wh beilobnfident;: that God 
erm 2ikat beanie. Blinds 1 
Mw wod bot , wo tt - dumss 
b:Batgudbecagofes Sivlv/ areb:a apt tos de- 
ceiverchemlecbves wich falſe /hopes of heart, 
irconcerns us. to know , when-rhis hope 
is true-agd/ when: /cis iſe. c a; 

For our Direction and Information i in 
this particular, St. John has given us a 
certain vule;; whereby-to:know- this. | E- 
very; man: that\ bath this: bope purifieth himſelf. 
aEpc3i0V.:gi1 ie. He lives aipute and 
wirtnous:life; :-abhorring the: filchineſs of 
?Vaice:and Impiery; For he:conſiders that 
«the; 2 promiſes of: Felicity are-conditional, 
/and: that God -is: not bound to perform 
them unleſs chey.do their. Duty ; and fo 
vhey-endeavour to dilchatge.vthar by |k- 
rving (as Sth ai avithey-can , 
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"nge_ take any. care 

rem the Tiles! "and' adorn them 

with 4 an vertdes) but on, the c cons 
rrary "indulge theoſelves ig all. vicious 
impurities ad Unchiiſtian practices, even 
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ſhall be happy Tag, go to EE et 
they live impioully ; They go on in, that 
Wee , and never take care to 
tm their lives; and ſo at laſt come 
tha fearful end, and dye in their Sins. | P 
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Key If God 
© has''promiis'&' it ears! tro ſuch 
43s Love'ind Obey" Hitw ; Ac has not 
*not protnis'd: it'rome whom none of 
© that Number”: *Andiflam hone of that 
©{Nuwibet "included in hi he omiſe, ,1 
* am very \iftedſonable to wg or hope 
$4 ſhall” be: happy with them +; ' I'am 
© Preſumptus to expet the "Bleding 
C2 with- 
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tions, and in | 
vain: m_ of : vr mage while our viti- 
ous Converlariqns carryrins Is Ao 
ward Hell. . 

By what Lchave Grid o plainly; of 
chis pgine- you. cannot but. underſtand}, 
when. your: hope of: Heaven is true 2nd 
when falſe ; Exp has good Founda- 
tian, and hea dn cons; And therefote 
unleſs yau are willingto cheat yur (elves 
you cannot be deceived in this matter. 
Cualidhs your lives'what they are , and 
G3 thence 
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ther us be 
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be -deceiv'd-in- this :matrer, - | He thar 

lives well 'may bope: well ;;-as for '0- 
thers , their ExpeCations are: Vain. 

i'l Let us now ſee of what ule this 
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9; ,:when wehope'for (6 rats 
Reward after we have done'em ; Thus as 
a good Life encourages us'to- hope, fo 
that: hope encourages to-perlevere in 2 


good Life. 


2. The 


| gp ty A ht about: che World; 
HY Cen 14 Or; \atd-20-(prize & 
gs want 
2 to elevate op becmlehey yan 
aq off from the World. Happy-then 

are they., who have this hope; which 
=_— them mind and regard:moſt-the 
things that are moſt regardable,, and - 


keeps 
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while'-we:-bave -this Hope. /' For- Me 
ever-:our troubles and ſufferings are / our 
hope. of being deliver'd fromitthem,; and 
enjoying; a-- State of perſe&t. Pence and 
Happineſs afterwards,» makes: us 'bear 
'en\. patiently and chearfully + 1f-we are 
hated and evil-entreated in-che World ; 

if-we Suffer. Poverey', Shame ;, -Re- 
proach ,-or anything elle, thar the mas. 
lice of wicked men can bring iipon ns; we 
are the leſs moy'd 2 theſethings, becauſe 
if we; ſuffer 'em upon a good account, 

we-are ſure we'ſhall be-gainers by. 'enx. ;, 
and /in' that reſpect--we' can look upon 
'em as matter of rejoycing, as the As 
eo ao primitive - Chriſtians did who 
D rejoy- 
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do, ) He tells us we 
are not worthy of bim, To him _ 
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